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2017 Men's and Women's World Championships

Given the fact that | am publishing on the Belarusian website, first of all | want to congratulate Olga
Fedorovich on winning the silver medal. She was the only one who rivalled Zoya Golubeva and kept
her chance for the world champion title until the last round.

Unfortunately, this time, the formation of the membership of the world championships, as never
before, was accompanied by scandals and protests.

As always, my goal is to give publicity to the actions of the top management of the World Draughts
Federation (FMJD), who continue cheating people during the most important championships.
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Feast of crooks and scoundrels

From my many years of practice, | cannot remember another such bacchanalia with the rules, rather,
with violations thereof, such as favouritism, such deliberate disregard for sportive results and
common sense by the FMJD leadership.

Let me start with the Women's World Championship. To do this, | should start with the rating of three
strongest players, which, ironically, was published on October 1, 2017, on the day of the start of the
championship:

1. V. Motrichko — 2236 points, 2-3 Z. Golubeva and M. Nogovitsyna — 2228 points each.

It is known that in most cases ratings are reflecting the real strength of active players, and the
dynamics thereof makes it possible to assess the aggregate results for the last period. According to
the dynamics, the results of V. Motrichko and M. Nogovitsyna in 2017 were much better than those of
other players.

The fact that the 1st and 2nd places in the rating were not among the participants of the 2017 World
Championship indicates that the qualification system designed by J. Pawlicki, the Tournament
Director of the FMJD, is absolutely vicious and fails to contribute to the goals of the world
championships as specified in the regulations. This is also eloquently evidenced by the fact that the
World Championship included two women-players who, apparently, saw the draughts-100 for the first
time in life and lost 22 games out of 30. However, the point is not just the system.

| already wrote earlier, two months before the championship, about the arisen problem and
suggested ways to solve it. However, the events themselves provided an opportunity to resolve it
painlessly.

Reserve places

For various reasons, four reserve places formed, which could have solved the problem of
participation of the strongest players. However, J. Pawlicki was ready to admit anyone, but not the
two strongest players, namely, V. Motrichko and M. Nogovitsyna. First he gave places to some
players, then — to others, having entangled in his own rules.

The point is that Mr Pawlicki, in violation of the regulations of the FMJD, defines the composition of
players by his own, personally and individually. However, since he is also the President of the Polish
Federation, he removed, without any hesitation, the main competitors of the Polish player N.
Sadovska.

The very fact that the leader of one of national federations occupies one of the most important
leadership positions in the international federation (FMJD), which gives him an opportunity to decide
on players' fates, is nonsense; especially, if this leader is constantly cheating and swindling.

When J. Pawlicki illegally included, without any discussion, the 3rd Latvian player, who did not play at
all in the European qualifying championship, and ranked 74th, into the World Championship, it

became clear to everyone that his actions are against the common sense and sporting principles.

Statement of 20 grandmasters
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These actions were so outrageous that for the first time 20 international grandmasters appealed to
the FMJD, demanding to give this last place in the World Championship to V. Motrichko, who has the
highest current rating. This Statement is attached hereto below. | removed the names of three
persons, who asked not to mention them in the following publications.

It can be seen that almost all the names of the signatories to the Statement belong to experienced
and authoritative grandmasters who have confirmed by their action that they are independent and will
not reconcile themselves with the obvious discrimination of women-players.

Later, the idea of adding M. Nogovitsyna and V. Motrichko to the World Championship was publicly
supported by A. Georgiev.

| have pointed out that the rules of J. Pawlicki for the 2017 World Championships are contrary to the
rules of all other world championships, where, quite logically, the reserve places are given to the
players with the highest ratings. Mr Georgiev was also indignant with the ignoring the ratings when
allocating the reserve places.

Despite the fact that Jos Stokkel, an experienced auditor, and Alexander Presman, who knows the
rules and regulations best of all, pointed out to Messrs Otten and Pawlicki their violations of the rules,
they still had not admitted V. Motrichko and M. Nogovitsyna to the 2017 World Championship.

The protest was also declared by the Draughts Federation of Ukraine. The fact that the Draughts
Federation of Russia was silent and did not support M. Nogovitsyna did not surprise me; | plan to
comment on this later.

Thus, while V. Motrichko and M. Nogovitsyna made their way to top places in the rating through the
hardest fight, by playing successfully against the strongest men-grandmasters, the men from the
FMJD leadership launched their intrigues against the strongest women-players, by doing this with
their inherent set of rudeness and insults.

The answer of G. Otten to the Statement needs no comment. His 40-year-long absence in the sport
of draughts and his incompetence are striking. | have an impression that he responds to a letter from
kindergarten children. J. Pawlicki, while not responding to the merits of the Statement, referred to the
interaction with the Players' Committee.

Who is represented by the Players' Committee and whose interests does it defend?
This will be the topic of the following part.

to Mr.Pawlicki TD of FMJD

Statement
We learned that the Chinese participant refused to participate in WC 2017. You have included on her
position the representative of Latvia Z. Magone with a rating of 2018 -74th place among women who
did not play in the European Qualifying championships. We mean, she has absolutely no sport
grounds for admitting to WC 2017. She never claimed this place.
At the same time, once again, you have not included International GrandmasterVictoria Motrichko,
who has the highest current rating of 2238 after the tournament in Poland, and the best results this
year.
Your references to the rules that are contradictory and unfair cannot be decisive circumstances
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because they do not conform sporting principles. The case with Z.Magone shows that these rules not
only ignore sporting results but also have lack common sense. In such case, you are obliged to
suspend them.

Annex 12 allows you to include players with high ratings in the backup list.

(You also had to suspend | the formation of the reserve list of WC 2017 among men against the
common sense and principles of sport)

Including Z.Magone instead of Motrichko you're dragging players into conflict, including draughts
sport. World Championships are held to identify the world's strongest player, and this is the main
goal.

We insist on including to WC 2017 the number one player in the current world ranking Victoria
Motrichko.

Any other actions will be considered discriminatory against B. Motrichko and, consequently, as a
violation of the Charter of the FMJD, prohibiting discrimination against women.

We also ask the organizers of WC 2017 to do everything possible to ensure that such discrimination
against one of the world's strongest players will not come true.

International Draughts Grandmasters:

A.Gantvarg, R.Clerc, H.Wiersma, A.Scholma,A.Presman,O.Kamychleeva, R.Heusdens,
W.Wesselink,l.Kirzner,Ndiaye Macadu,H.Meijer, V.Milshin

P.Oudshoorn,O.Fedorovich, K.Thijssen,l.Pashkevich,

J.Stokkel

http://belarus.fmjd.org 2024/4/25 17:17:42 - 6


http://belarus.fmjd.org
mailto:dm.kolb@gmail.com

